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Euroie, th coe'd ts also being bt in
urops & 3 new, stace-ofthe-ae plant
In Slovakia - and besing sold anly in Eawope.
Eeplacing e Cerstn in the ¢-doos halchibeck
L segmen] - to compebe with Golfo, Ares,
Ford Foous o sl - 'S the mos ispanant e
Kia have sver liursihed,

S comvinded ire Ka of BS quality, Ty
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wihn I first met it 'In the Resh’ &1 the Press
launch last year. i & visually pleasing ratker
than dramabic, but it grew on me as | cames o
appredate the full packege.
The first thing | noted was that the doors.
chnked solidly shul. Once in, & gance around
the cabin was enough 10 el me thal much
thought Fad goee inld it The lean exteion
detipn 78 Cafried thitaigh, wilh & sylish Cenjre
wiradike gind veell-pdac ad anshiumentaion. The
starudaed of N & finish” 5 eacellent and The
Failchpps shemied Doty
Thgnke to @ lpng whealbass. wide track and
iy Mgt rooflineg, The ee'd seals Mg in
Fegronghis (o, The Semi-Ducker front
FEITE Pupan 00 TLShions e SiTm SLERIT,
2 the mbar adjECment and acthe’
RERANPSS HE aandard wieh the direers a2t
aciontioy for hesght. The S lgn so rear seals
cam e Folded il st the need o emove
he bemdiesie o momss e slrsaidy sirealle
o e booll o @ masEm o o0 s,




“It's visually Plea :

rather than c r‘arﬂm
But it grew on me as
| came to aﬁé‘m‘eclate

ge."

The standard specification is impressie.
Ewven the enirp-level '5° madiels come 'wilh dir
conditioning 2nd cocled ghove bax, 2 Ry
inbegrated MPy ready BOS radio/ T playes,
steering whesl mounied audia (ontls,

a rake/reach ddhistaivle siEeing column,
Fronl electic windows, central lncking with
deadiock and sin airbags, And there's lols
moee, For £750 axira, the G5 adds mon
ponifes, Inchuding 16-mch alloys, remote
lnchieg, body-cologed electric/heated door
mirmrs, a scspeaker high-guakty sound
wystem and LS8 and aumiiiany awudio ports.
¥iuy can #ven play 8P3 fles directly from a
Lis8 seick, and full iPod kregration armives in

the full pac

the sumemer, ot e extra cost & further DLooo

berys you the L5, with fully automatic climate
contred, rear electic wirsdows, Troed Fog Bkl
and half-legther upholsteny.

In the UK, Ehe range i< based cn those ies

trim levels and fve angines: 1.4 [ogbhp) and

1.E-filre (1 2cboph penrl units, and of &ndre

imterest o Whiat Diesal feadars, bwo versions
[ ard 133bhp] of an all-new, Eumpean
desigtied aned it 1.5 e urbodiesel. And
Ihere's a 3l iurbodiesel with 3 d-dpead
manual "box due soon. (H already feglunes in
the newly amved 3-door “sporis’ hetch
pro_ceetd] They're all pretty ecomomical

but be=st, of course, is the 1.6 CRD wlth an
nutstanding combired fuel Lomsumption

of soctmpg. (Dddly, the Bolhp mods is no
better than the vaabhg.)

in the final anahdis, 05 dowwm T0 ywoair
nersanal preference and wiether o ot ywou
weanl b3 Bind another E350 Tor Geesel power
Ag 2 Whal Déesel mader, you’ll knoe fhat s
nol jusd & question of recoupsng fupd cosis to
just®y the price permium, You'll get mone fora
diece whaem cracks i fime comes rownd.

1 recall being impressed with the way the
cipe'ds drove and hamdisd, Whilst many, if mot
most, C-segment cars kave o solid beam rear
asle that compromises both nde comion aml
madhotding, Kia has opted keee for g fully
independes wet-up, Laking Bhe Focus amnd Goll
as their benchmark. They've also collabaraied
closely with Michalin (o dewlop bres that
minimise rolling resislanoe (D impeove
eLonoerry amd ermischins] pet npisaise
iradbaiding Bhi refinemre,

M was Pl Do Bl the ceddl. And thar's

The ceed
af rwo CRDI
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before | slaked comparing pricas. & o4 e S
cee'd codts £10,0:5% o the road, whilst a top
of-the-rampe, g-toor 1.6 (RN 11zhhp will set
wa back £14.795. And [t was the wabhp

1, E-fitre CRIN LS that Tunit bormowed 10 see
whiat they could do with it.

Fegular reqcers will knos that Tunit always
it wehickes on ther ulra-sccunte (--one
per cenfy dynamometer befoee funing, 1o
make sure theyre comparing apies with
appdes. As often happens, the resultant cee’d
figures didn't match the manufechaner's,
1horugh in this case they were menginally
better. Power was found 1o B 118, b sl
toeque 2o & I the 1.5 CROI perfoemead
well before Tunit got heir hands gn L T wat
litthe short of spectacular alleraants, Powser
increased to w6.5bhp - nebdly 25 per cenl
up — &nd al 2468 N, [ogue was OWer 10

pear cinl up. Ol on the el rpad, he cee™d
WS more respansive at sl speeds. Power
was delbvensd smothly, with absolutely mo
hesitations of lag. More importantly, it came
In eaier, ghimg much greaner fexdbdity, So
fewer gaar<harges! The engine oven sounded
difdesreni and fick-owier was constanty ceen.
Inchdentatly, whilst Tunit make no claims as
regards mpg. s worth nobing that over 120
fairty mbued, post-tweaking miles the cee'd
shoeed an improvessent of eheven per cent
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